go                       HENRY HOWARD: THE EARL OE SURREY
an whole examination of my life: wishing, for the better trial
thereof, to have the time of my durance redoubled; and so (declared
as well tried, and unsuspected) by your mediations to be restored
to the Eling's favour; than condemned in your grave heads [and]
without answer or further examination to be quickly delivered
(this heinous offence always unexcused, whereupon I was com-
mitted to this noisome prison, whose pestilent airs are not unlike
to bring some alteration of health).
Wherefore, if your good Lordships judge me not a member
rather to be clean cut away, than reformed; it may please you to
be suitors to the King's Majesty on rny behalf, as well as for his
favour, as for my liberty; or else, at the least, if his pleasure be to
punish this oversight with the forbearing his presence (which unto
every loving subject, specially unto me, from a Prince cannot be
less counted than a living death), yet it would please him to com-
mand me into the country, to some place of open air, with like
restraint of liberty, there to abide his Grace's pleasure.39
Finally, albeit no part of this my trespass in any way to do me
good, I should judge me happy if it should please the King's
Majesty to think, that this simple body rashly adventured in the
revenge of his own quarrel, shall be without respect always ready
to be employed in his service; trusting once so to redouble this
error, which may be well repe[n]ted but not revoked. Desiring your
good Lordships that like as my offence hath not been, my sub-
mission may likewise appear; which is all the recompense that I
may well think my doings answer not. Your grave heads should
yet consider that neither am I the first young man that hath
enterprised such things as he hath afterwards repented.
(signed) H. Surrey.40
Upon receipt of this letter the Privy Council immediately
granted his petition. Following the dictate of the Royal Will,
the Council was lenient to the scion of the Howards. Perhaps
the imminence of war with Scotland was conducive to such
prompt action. On 29 July the Warden of the Fleet was ordered
to bring Surrey to the Court on the following Saturday, On i
August he was removed from the Fleet, brought before the
39 May this not be an echo of Surrey's confinement at Windsor?
40 As printed in Brenan & Statham, pp. 354-356, from "original MS., Privy
Council Books"; can be cf. Nott, p. 167 ff., where the same letter is printed from
B.M., Harleian MS. No. 78, though the source is mistakenly given as "Harleian
MS. No. 283.'*